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IEEE OES conferences, and have been a guest editor for six JOE 
Special Issues. I have also served three terms on the OES AdCom 
so far, dating back to 2007, and look forward to serving a fourth, 
should the membership see fit to re-elect me.

I believe we live, as Asians often say (with a sense of a 
double-edged sword) in interesting times. The traditional value 
of a society such as OES is in offering services such as access 
to technical publications and interaction with peers, mentorship 
and awareness of the latest developments in the field. To a large 
extent, these are now going digital. Publications, formerly 
printed, have become online resources, social networks such as 
LinkedIn now provide online community interaction and job 
forums. So to remain relevant and valuable to its members, 
traditional societies (and OES is no exception) need to reinvent 
themselves to continue delivering value to members. This does 
not mean abandoning core values, or competencies, but it does 
mean pivoting the business model to new delivery channels, 
taking advantage of new technologies to deliver increased value 
to members. That is why I believe initiatives such as including 
code and data in peer-reviewed publications (as our new Editor 
in Chief of JOE has done), reaching out through social media 
and young professional development activities, providing per-
sonal mentorship interactions for students and young profes-
sionals, to name a few, are so important. The one thing that the 
digital age has not been able to copy is the value of actual 

physical gatherings of members, where face-to-face interaction 
and real networking happens, vital elements of OES activities. 
There is no substitute for personal presence and interaction, 
and the OCEANS conference and exhibition is a flagship event 
where all this comes together. At the same time, the digital age 
has globalized communication, connecting people from all 
over the world, and OES is following suit. Based in Europe, 
with an extensive network spanning Australasia and the US, I 
believe that I can be of unique value in supporting OES to 
recruit and engage a wider membership.

It should come as no surprise, then, that I am a passionate 
advocate of developing both digital and personal interactive 
services for our members, with particular focus on students and 
young professional development, through conferences, work-
shops and particularly OCEANS, facilitating exchange of 
knowledge between our members and communities in emerging 
and frontier research domains. I am excited by the opportunity 
to contribute to the development of some of these areas over the 
next few years, which I believe will be critical to establishing 
the future health and vibrancy of the OES, and its contribution 
to the health of the planet through awareness and advocacy.

If you have any questions about the IEEE Oceanic Engineering 
Society voting process, please contact ieee-oevote@ieee.org or 
+1 732 562 3904.
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In the months since its official founding, members of the Uni-
versity of Zagreb IEEE OES Student Branch Chapter have been 
hard at work on several fronts.

Throughout March and April our student branch members 
took several trips in order to participate in conducting extensive 
bathymetric measurements in Plitvice Lakes National Park in 

USA
Hosam Abu Zeid
Leverett G Bezanson
Robert L Bieri
William (Bill) Chase
Zdravko Divjak
Christopher W. Drew

Paul Duvoy
Christopher Paul Gage
Octavio Garcia
Nicole Marie Graf
Tom Grieshaber
Charles H Haas
Robert Hill

Rami Jabari
Jim Jacob
In Chul Jang
Christopher Tod Knapp
Virginia Marie Limon
Anna Michel
Michael J. Nelle

Dhruv Patel
Aslam Shahid
Colm P Williams
Kyle Woerner

University of Zagreb IEEE OES Student Branch Chapter Activities
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Lake Galovac at Plitvice, one of the several surveyed lakes.

Nadir Kapetanović preparing the survey mission.

The PlaDyBath platform ready to begin bathymetric survey of 
the lakes.

Barbara Arbanas, Ivan Lončar, and Filip Mandić preparing the 
aMussel and aPad marine robots for deployment at lake Jarun.




