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President’s Message
I find it interesting that we form clubs, as-

sociations, and societies to further some par-

ticular activity. In the IEEE and the OES, that

activity is the development and sharing of

professional knowledge. For this to happen,

we need to have members of the group agree

to take on administrative tasks so that we can

realize the primary purpose of the group. For

the IEEE and our OES, those activities are ac-

complished by the Administrative Commit-

tee as our governing body, and by other

committees appointed for special purposes.

Each of us should appreciate the substantial

amount of volunteer labor that goes on in our

society and should thank those who make

possible achieving our primary purposes.

That thought came to me as I prepare to describe a Commit-

tee I have appointed to address one of our major enterprises,

that of organizing and presenting conferences.

As I noted in my previous message to the Society, confer-

ence management is perhaps the most important of the activi-

ties where I see an opportunity to improve our management of

the process to achieve a richer technical content along with the

realization of a larger surplus to support our pother activities.

Conference income is the major component of the Society’s

income. I intend to develop management policies and proce-

dures that will assure the continued success of our conferences

and the integrity of the income stream. Of course, one doesn’t

do this alone. I have appointed a Conference Policy Committee

to conduct a thorough review of our policies, plans, and prac-

tices as we conduct our conferences. The Chair is Rene Garello;

the other members are Bob Bannon, Claude Brancart, Stan

Chamberlain, and Hisaaki Maeda. The Committee will report to

Joe Vadus, the Vice President for Technical Activities.

Here is the Charter:

Objective: Develop policy, guidelines, and framework for

annual and biennial conferences sponsored by IEEE/OES.

Candidate Conferences include:

OCEANS, CMT, UT, AUV Other conferences - new; ex-

isting; joint or technical only sponsorship (e.g., IGARSS)

Note: Continued MTS participation is a prime consider-

ation to enable continued stability and growth in this competi-

tive environment.

Issue #1: Conference Guidelines

The MTS/OES OCEANS Conference Guidelines are a

starting point. Given the problems that have arisen over the

past several years and are continuing into 2004 at least, do we

need to tighten up or amend the guidelines to give more con-

trol and authority to the Societies, or should we ease our con-

trol to provide incentive for the local committee to take most

of the responsibility?

What steps should we take to institutionalize procedures

that will assure IEEE/OES-sponsored conferences and sym-

posia have a high quality technical program?

What steps should be taken to ensure com-

petition for site sponsorship as we experi-

enced for OCEANS 2004?

Comment: Clearly one proposer was

greatly disappointed not to have been chosen.

What should we do to encourage proposers

that we do not choose for that particular year?

Issue #2: Multiple Conferences

We need to address ways to sponsor two

OCEANS-like conferences per year, along

with other symposia. What are OES capabili-

ties to handle multiple conferences? What are

the policy recommendations? We also need to

make explicit policies and practices for smaller

symposia like AUV and CMT and UT?

Comment: If we accept only technical sponsorship at an-

other conference, what responsibilities have we accepted?

How do we gain financially? How does technical sponsorship

papers and attendance take away from our flagship and other

regularly scheduled conferences/symposia?

Issue #3: Conference Benefits

What steps should we take to assure IEEE/OES-spon-

sored conferences and symposia realize a better surplus?

Comment: The key to a good surplus seems to be: A sub-

stantial Quality Program, attraction of many exhibitors, a

desirable venue and spending frugally; setting goals and

managing to achieve them is the key. The latter consider-

ation does not mean to be cheap; it does mean that spending

should be careful. How can this be done? What should OES

policy be?

What additional steps should we take so that IEEE/OES-

sponsored conferences and symposia provide excellent oppor-

tunities for networking, other informal exchanges and business

opportunities?

Issue #4: Conference Regional Support

How do Chapters/membership facilitate or impact the con-

duct of OES sponsored conferences? What is the historical

perception? Can a conference in a selected venue build a local

chapter and membership? Has it done so? What needs to be

done? What should OES policy be not only with respect to

chapter building in connection with conferences but also with

respect to sharing surplus?

Preparations for OCEANS 2001 in Hawaii are moving

ahead with full vigor. I’m looking forward to an excellent

conference with friends and colleagues presenting important

papers, and, by the way, the volunteers who make the confer-

ences work and the Society go, will be getting together to do

what it takes to keep these good things happening.

Please join us. For those of us in northern latitudes, Novem-

ber in Hawaii will be a delightful change from the weather at

home. I look forward to seeing you there.

Thomas F. Wiener
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Soundings
Welcome to the first installment of the new

“Soundings” column. This column reports on

Ocean Engineering news as it appears in the

mainstream media. The purpose of this column

is to inform the ocean engineering community

of our impact in the media while giving us in-

sight into how our industry is perceived by the

general public.

The Dec. 11, 2000 issue of Business Week

(http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/

dnflash/dec2000/nf20001211_136.htm) re-

ported on Leslie Kay’s KASPRA device which

uses CTFM sonar (in air) to provide spatial

awareness for blind people. Kay’s first genera-

tion product for the blind was introduced in the

70’s with limited success. Improvements in tech-

nology and refinement in his design has produced this latest aid. The

KASPRA unit maps range into into pitch and provides the user with

stereo audio feedback. Different target structures (e.g., leaves on a

tree) provide a modulation of the tone which allows a user to per-

form limited classification.

The historic raising of the Confederate submarine “Hunley”

generated widespread interest in underwater archaeology, salvage

operations, and the use of underwater technology. While covered

in a wide variety of media, the Hunley project also has an excellent

website (http:// www.hunley.org) which provides a wealth of in-

formation on the recovery effort.

In the January 26 2001 issue of Science

writer David Malakoff discusses “A Roaring

Debate Over Ocean Noise.” Malakoff re-

views continuing concerns for possible nega-

tive effects on ocean life from Low Frequency

Active (LFA) sonars being introduced by the

U.S. Navy.

De-commissioned vessels acting as artificial

reefs may get a boost from recent studies which

indicate that increased levels of iron enhance the

growth of plankton which in turn feeds other

consumers higher in the foodchain. Although

plankton isknowntosoakupcarbondioxide,one

of the “greenhouse gasses” contributing to global

warming, large scale seeding of the oceans (far

beyond the scale of artifical reefs) needs to be ap-

proached cautiously, warns Sallie Chisolm, an environmental engi-

neer and biologist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. For

more information see http://www-personal.umich.edu/~rstey/

Site%20files/presentation.html

If you see an article (whether in print or in electronic form) that

you would like to see mentioned in this column, please let me

know by email, fax, phone, or regular mail. Email contributions

can be sent to a special address: Soundings @Sygnus.Com. Infor-

mation for phone, fax, and regular correspondence can be found in

the back of newsletter where I am listed in the AdCom section.

John Irza
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OES Ex-Com Meeting

Albuquerque, New Mexico
17–18 February

Thomas Wiener, OES President.

L to R: Glen Williams, Jim Lynch, Jim Barbera, Claude Brancart, Stan
Chamberlain, Norman Miller, and Thomas Wiener. Joe Vadus and

Steve Holt (not pictured) were also at the meeting.



Message from the Vice President,
Professional Activities
The Status of the Society

The Executive Committee of the

Oceanic Engineering Society held a

meeting in Albuquerque over the Presi-

dent’s Day weekend. It was a rather ap-

propriate time as this was also the

beginning of National Engineer’s

Week. As I was introduced I wished

them all a “Happy Engineers Week”

and received several blank stares. This

led to a discussion on the value of be-

longing to Professional Societies and

how this was a mark of recognition as

an engineer. Did you do anything spe-

cial during National Engineers Week?

Did any of your non-engineering asso-

ciates congratulate you on being an en-

gineer? Are you proud of being and

engineer? Certainly being a member of

IEEE and OES says something about you and the fact that you

do value the association with other professionals in your field.

During the course of the meeting we touched on several

items critical to the life of the Society. The one topic that is al-

ways of concern is membership. OES is the smallest of the

societies in IEEE. While IEEE in general had a banner year in

membership growth in 2000, our society actual lost mem-

bers. During the past several years we have had special mem-

bership promotions at our conferences and have encouraged

non-members to become members. While many took advan-

tage of our subsidy to join, they dropped out after the first

year of membership. We have asked the membership several

times to give us feed back on what they like about the society

and what they dislike. Why did you join OES? What are the

benefits to you of your membership? We would appreciate

your comments. It is ironic that while we are the smallest of

the societies, we are one of the most active in terms of our

publications and conferences. Financially we are strong and

we use our assets wisely to benefit the members.

Another area of concern that also relates to membership is

Chapter Development. At the present time we have eight ac-

tive chapters. We have three chapters in the United States,

two in Canada, and one each in France, Norway, and Japan.

The Chapters in Canada, Norway, and Japan are located in

University communities and the membership base is faculty

from the universities. The Chapter in France has several

sub-chapters with the largest being in Brest. There is a chap-

ter in Halifax Nova Scotia and Victoria British Columbia.

Both are active and have had distinguished programs

throughout the year. We activated teh Chapter in San Diego

last year and it has held several very interesting meetings

with guest speakers and programs from

Orincon. The Seattle Chapter cospon-

sors meeting with the Puget Sound

Section of the Marine Technology So-

ciety and hold monthly meetings from

September through May each year.

We are now in the process of forming

a chapter in the Boston area and hope

to have it active during the year. Chap-

ters can be a base for membership

growth and also stimulate interest for

membership retention. We are also ex-

ploring the establishment of chapters

in conjunction with the Geoscience

and Remote Sensing Society and the

Signal Processing Society as we have

kindred interests.

Along with membership growth and

activity we also need to up-grade our

membership. We have many members in the Member Grade

that are eligible to be Senior Members. The process for be-

coming a Senior Member has been streamlined and we en-

courage all members to seriously consider gaining the

recognition of being a Senior Member by apply for it. For in-

formation on upgrading your membership, please contact our

Membership Coordinator, Dr. James Collins at j.s.collins

@ieee.org .

One of the projects that the Society began was the archiving

of all of our Journals and Conference Proceedings in digital

form. This project is about completed and the ExCom ap-

proved the final package and authorized the production of

1000 set of the CD-ROMs and DVDs which will utilize the

Deja Vu format technology. These will be available to the

membership at a special members price later on this year. This

is a remarkable achievement and contains all of the OES Jour-

nals and Conference Proceedings from 1970 on through 2000.

You will hear more about this when the discs are available.

2001 promises to be another good year for the Society.

Plans are well underway for OCEANS 2001 MTS/IEEE in

Hawaii from November 5-8, 2001. The Conference will be

at the Hawaiian Hilton Village. This is a perfect venue for

an OCEANS conference and we hope that you will make

plans to attend.

We really would like to hear from the membership about

their likes and dislikes of the Society. Please feel free to con-

tact me at n.miller@ieee.org and let me know what we can do

to make your membership in the Society of more value to you!

Norman D. Miller, P.E.

Vice President Professional Activities
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From the Editor
For our new members who may not know, the IEEE -Tech-

nical Activities Board (IEEE-TAB) is our administrative link

to the IEEE Technical Activities Department The newly

elected chair of TAB is Lewis M. Terman of the IBM Watson

Research Center in Yorktown Heights, NY. TAB also has four

additional chairs as relate to conducting society business in the

area of Meetings, Periodicals and Strategic Planning And Re-

view processes. TAB has one additional committee chair,

namely Products which provides members with such useful

items as IEEE Xplore as a good example.

To give you some idea of the aims of TAB, currently, as re-

quested by the TAB Strategic Planning and Review Commit-

tee, TAB approved revisions to TAB Bylaw T-201 - TAB

Mission and TAB Bylaw T-202 -TAB Vision, for recommen-

dation for approval by the IEEE Board of Directors which is

excerpted as follows:

TAB Mission:
To foster technological innovation and progress by ad-

vancing the technical activities of the IEEE for the benefit of

the profession and humanity worldwide, and to represent the

interests of Societies and Technical Councils within the IEEE.

TAB Vision:
The Technical Activities Board

• Stimulates, promotes, facilitates and supports a global vol -

unteer organization of innovative and agile technical

communities.

• Uses the best technologies to attract, access and dissemi -

nate technical information which leads to... IEEE Tech -

nical Activities, which provides

• the first place people go for the highest quality technical

information

• acceleration and nurturing of innovation

• the technical professional’s lifelong network of choice

As an illustration of some of the development efforts of

TAB, the following are a few excerpts of activities now in

progress:

1. As requested by the TAB Products Committee, TAB ap-

proved that previously established deadlines for the

conversion of all conference proceedings to full text

PDF be extended. New dates are to be set at the June

2001 EPSC meeting. A project team has been created

to develop a project plan for the transition to

fully-electronic conference proceedings. The plan will

establish a clear path for managing the transition pro-

cess to achieve this important goal and will include

key milestone dates, which will be socialized at the

June 2001 meeting series.

2. As requested by the TAB Products Committee, TAB ap -

proved that the deadline for full compliance of periodi -

cals to IEEE Xplore standards be extended to 1

December 2001. Additional support, guidelines and

tools will be provided to aid in achieving compliance.

All other elements of the initial TAB approved motion

remain unchanged.

3. TAB approved that the Chair of the TAB Products Com -

mittee have the ability to, for this year only, expand the

membership of the TAB Periodicals Packages Commit -

tee (PPC), to up to six members (including the Chair).

The expanded committee will consider the revenue dis -

tribution formulas of IEL and ASPP in light of the

changing business environment. Recommendations will

be reported to TAB in November 2001.

4. As requested by the TAB Products Committee, TAB ap-

proved the development of long-range business plans for

all IEEE intellectual property, with participation from the

TAB Periodicals Committee, Publications, Products and

Services Board (P2SB), and the IEEE Meetings and Ser-

vices Committee. There is a need to have a long-term vi-

sion in place for all IEEE intellectual property to aid in

the introduction of new products, as well as to improve

the management of existing ones. Among other things,

this would help to better understand the impact that any

individual product has on the overall business.

For those of you who have not already made full use of

these and/or similar products of IEEE-TAB, and want to learn

more, a good place to start is the IEEE homepage http://

www.ieee.org. If you have anything you would like to relate or

comment on, you inputs are always welcome.

Fred Maltz
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Nominations for Awards
Each year the Society recognizes the accomplishments of

members in the presentation of two awards during the annual

Awrds Luncheon at the OCEANS Conference. OES has two

awards, the Distinguished Service Award and the Distin-

guished Technical Achievement Award. The Distinguished

Service Award is given to honor and individual IEEE member

for outstanding contributions towards furthering the objec-

tives of the Oceanic Engineering Society.

The Distinguished Technical Achievement Award if

given to honor an outstanding technical contribution to

oceanic engineering in either the fundamental or applied

areas. The recipient need not be a Society or IEEE mem-

ber and the award shall be for eigther a single major inven-

tion or scientific contribution or for a distinguished series

of contributions over a period of time.
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Who's Who in the OES

Robert T. Bannon is the founder and

president of Bannon International Con-

sulting which provides international

and domestic business, engineering,

and program management service solu-

tions to fiber optic telecommunications

and multinational emerging technolo-

gies markets. Bannon International

provides total project evolution design

and implementation management for

special programs integration. Mr.

Bannon specializes in directing global

fiber optic network strategic planning,

utilizing unique technologies, and pro-

gram management for underwater tele-

communications applications and

emerging high bandwidth Internet pro-

tocol integration.

Mr. Bannon has over thirty-three

years of experience in the development

of program, business, and IR&D man-

agement for global telecommunica-

tions, underwater fiber optic systems

and new technology computer ven-

tures. He is a professional with success-

ful multinational consortium

negotiation and facilitation expertise.

Mr. Bannon has demonstrated compe-

tency in long range planning and pro-

gram management for domestic and

international companies offering fiber

optic communications and emerging

technologies services. Mr. Bannon has

a strong background in program man-

agement and implementing custom so-

lutions for multimillion dollar

commercial business lines and govern-

ment programs.

As a District Manager at AT&T

(Submarine Systems and Bell Labs),

Mr. Bannon was responsible for Inter-

national Systems Maintenance for

Trans-Atlantic and Trans-Pacific Cable

Systems. His responsibilities included

the design and operation of the Sub-

mersible Craft Assisting in Repair and

Burial (SCARAB) ROVs, which lo-

cate, de-trench, retrieve, and

retroburies underwater cables. He for-

mulated advanced underwater inser-

tion technology solutions. Mr. Bannon

was also involved in AUV and SAUV

design. His responsibilities included

the program development of the En-

hanced Bottom Sonar System (EBSS),

for the location, identification, and

tracking of buried cables and other arti-

facts. His work resulted in three patent

applications for specialized systems. In

1999-2000, Mr. Bannon designed the

leading edge Craft for Repair And

Burial of Submarine Systems

(CRABSS), which is a 500-hp.

free-flying ROV, capable of maneu-

vering in 6-knot current and burial in

150 kPa soil. Mr. Bannon serves as a

lead scientist for a major defense con-

tractor (General Dynamics ATS), and

consults for multiple commercial ROV

and telecommunications companies.

As Program Director, Mr. Bannon se-

lected and managed IR&D projects that

integrated complex hardware, i.e.,

video/graphic systems, touch-screen

vehicle control systems and sonar, and

state-of-the-art undersea solutions re-

lated to advanced fiber optic communi-

cation systems and multiple ROV,

UUV and AUV applications. He also

serves as a consultant to various com-

panies in the Oil Industry. Because of

his program management and design of

many ROV systems and applications,

Mr. Bannon has served as a technical /

industry expert witness for various law

firms in arbitration cases concerning

ocean survey, pipeline crossings, GPS

mapping, Sonar, installation and ROV

Post Lay Inspection and Burial (PLIB)

of underwater fiber optic cables.

Mr. Bannon holds degrees from

Pennsylvania State University (BSEE,

MBA - Global Management), George

Washington (MSE - Quantitative

Methods, MBA - International Man-

agement, and PMI Certificate), and

Wharton School of University of

Pennsylvania (MBA - General Man-

agement), and a certificate from Har-

vard Graduate School of Design

(Computer Graphics). He has been a

requested guest lecturer at various col-

leges and universities, including the

U.S. Naval Academy and the Armed

Forces Industrial College.

Mr. Bannon has been active in the

IEEE-OES as an author and session

chair at various Oceans Conferences

including Miami (1991), Honolulu

(1992), Tokyo (1997) and Halifax

(1998). For Oceans 2000, Mr. Bannon

was a member of the technical paper re-

view committee, assisted the Technical

Director with presentation organiza-

tion, and he was an author / presenter,

chaired multiple sessions, and involved

in the recruitment of session chairs. He

is also a member of the Marine Tech-

nology Society, and has also partici-

pated in a similar fashion with our sister

society’s Underwater Intervention in

1990 through 1993. He is also a repre-

sentative to the technical paper selec-

tion committee for OTC 2001 and OTC

2002 for IEEE-OES, and has volun-

teered his assistance to John Wiltshire

of the Hawaiian Undersea Research

Laboratory in planning Oceans 2001.

In addition, he has been a contributing

author to Sea Technology Magazine on

various occasions, addressing fiber op-

tic systems, ROV design, and Sonar ap-

plications. Mr. Bannon has enjoyed his

association with IEEE-OES and its

members throughout his career, and

will continue to make innovative con-

tributions to benefit the Society, his fel-

low members, and the industry through

creative ideas and strategic manage-

ment of the Society, as a member of the

Administrative Committee (AdCom)

and the Co-Chair of the Submarine Ca-

ble Technology Committee.

Robert T. Bannon



Dan Jerry Ramsdale 1942 – 2000
Dan Jerry Ramsdale, a Senior Mem-

ber of the IEEE Oceanic Engineering

Society, died suddenly in New Orleans

on September 12, 2000 after a gallant,

three-year battle with a non-smoking

related lung cancer.

Dan Ramsdale was born in El Paso,

Texas on December 12, 1942. After he

was awarded a B. S. in Physics, with

highest honors, from the University of

Texas at El Paso, he pursued graduate

studies in nuclear physics at Kansas

State University, receiving a doctorate

in 1969. The subject of his Ph.D. re-

search was the theoretical investigation

of relativistic K-LL auger transition

rates, and was carried out under the

guidance of Dr. Chander Bhalla.

In 1969, Dan accepted a position

with Globe Universal Science Manu-

facturing, Inc. in El Paso. His research

there involved a departure from his doc-

toral endeavors to the field of acoustic

atmospheric investigations. During his

tenure with GUS Manufacturing, Dan

advanced from manager of NASA and

U. S. Army projects to Director of

Acoustic Research. His technical skills

were expanded in areas of acoustic

modeling, hardware development, and

software development to invert acoustic

data from the upper atmosphere to yield

temperature and wind structure aloft,

areas that proved to be invaluable in the

last 25 years of his productive research

activities.

Dan switched from atmospheric

acoustics to underwater acoustics in

1974, when he was appointed a research

physicist in the Acoustics Division of

the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL)

in Washington, DC. In this position,

Dan was a principal investigator in un-

derwater low-frequency acoustic fluc-

tuations in the deep ocean. Dan

developed a model that predicted the

statistical fluctuations observed in

long-range propagation that were due to

source motion and medium variability.

The next upward shift in Dan’s ca-

reer occurred in 1977 and involved

moving to the fledgling Naval Ocean

Research and Development Activity

(NORDA) on the Gulf Coast of Missis-

sippi where he became a principal in-

vestigator for array acoustics and signal

processing. Here, Dan and his associ-

ates focused on understanding the vari-

ous deep ocean propagation paths and

the use of vertical arrays required for

their interpretation.

In the early 1980s, the U. S. Navy

embarked on a research, development,

and engineering program to explore the

properties of and the limitations im-

posed by the Arctic Ocean and the over-

lying ice cap on underwater acoustics.

This embraced many aspects of under-

water acoustics and involved many

Navy and university laboratories. In

1985 Dan was assigned technical man-

agement of the Arctic Undersea War-

fare Environmental Technology

Program. Dan had responsibility for

funding and integrating the technical re-

search at Navy and university laborato-

ries, including contractors. The

researchers in this program collabo-

rated with their counterparts in Canada.

During the following year Dan became

the Head of the newly formed Arctic

Acoustics Section at NORDA.

During the duration of the program,

Dan Ramsdale served as chief scientist

for five major multi-laboratory interna-

tional ice camps in the Arctic Ocean

(Chukchi and Lincoln Seas). The nature

of the environmental acoustics research

ranged from high-frequency tor-

pedo-oriented work to low-frequency

ASW detection and localization work.

For his outstanding work in the Arctic,

Dan received two Distinguished Unit

Citations from the Chief of Naval Re-

search.

In 1988, Dan was appointed Assis-

tant Director of the Ocean Acoustics

and Technology Directorate of the Na-

val Oceanographic and Atmospheric

Research Laboratory (NOARL, after

renaming). As Assistant Director, he

was responsible for managing the funds

and providing technical oversight for

the programs within the directorate.

Following NOARL’s merger with NRL

in 1992, Dan was appointed Head of the

Ocean Acoustics Branch, Naval Re-

search Laboratory-Stennis Space Cen-

ter, Mississippi (NRL-SSC). His duties

included providing technical and ad-

ministrative direction to the scientists

and engineers engaged in, primarily,

at-sea tests and experiments. The tech-

nical areas included high-, mid-, and

low-frequency acoustic research in

shallow water.

Following his retirement from

NRL-SSC in 1998, Dan became an Inde-

pendent Consultant providing technical

services to NRL-SSC and the Los

Alamos National Laboratory. His ser-

vices were in support of the Comprehen-

sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty embracing

infrasonic monitoring, ambient noise,

and high-frequency acoustics.

At the time of his death, Dan was ac-

tively involved in the development of at-

mospheric acoustic field experiments at

the National Center for Physical Acous-

tics at the University of Mississippi.

For those who knew Dan, it is appar-

ent that he considered his involvement

in Arctic Ocean acoustics as his

“crowning achievement”. He was en-

thusiastic in his personal participation

in the challenging polar experiments.

His publication list and presentations

reflect all aspects of his research. Many

of the publications were in classified

journals and reports.

Dan was active in two professional

societies. He was Chairman of the Tech-

nology Committee on Underwater
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Acoustic Technology for the IEEE Oce-

anic Engineering Society (two terms).

He also served as a Member of the Tech-

nical Committee on Underwater Acous-

tics for the Acoustical Society of

America. Dan was also a member of the

American Geophysical Union, the

American Institute of Physics, Sigma Pi

Sigma, and the Society of Sigma Xi.

Dan will be sorely missed by his

family, colleagues, and friends. He

was a gentle, warm, intelligent man

whose door was open to all for techni-

cal discussions and guidance. Every-

one also benefited by Dan’s habit of

visiting offices and laboratories to dis-

cuss and observe their research prog-

ress. Throughout Dan’s career, he was

known as a participant in the work of

the day, rather than a by-stander. He

was a team player who jumped into the

fray to solve a particular problem. Dan

was also known for his keen observa-

tions about human nature and his fine

sense of humor.

In his spare time Dan enjoyed mu-

sic and playing the piano at parties for

his friends.

Dan is survived by his wife of

thirty-one years, Portia Elizabeth

(Betsy) of Carriere, MS; his son, Stuart

Edward of Mendenhall, MS; his

daughter, Jerry Elizabeth Novak and

his granddaughte r , Ash ley , o f

Hattiesburg, MS; his sister, Dorothy

DeVore of Albuquerque, NM; and a

niece and a nephew.

ROBERT W. FARWELL

RALPH R. GOODMAN
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News Items
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON

THE NEW VOLUNTEER GLOBAL

TRAVEL ACCIDENT/MEDICAL PLAN

In the 14 March 2001 issue of the SOCIETY SENTI-

NEL, the following information regarding the global travel

accident/medical plan was announced (see following para-

graph). A number of questions have been raised about cov-

erage for volunteers attending conferences. In general,

individuals are covered by this plan if they are BOTH an

IEEE volunteer and either (1) a member of the conference

organizing committee; (2) a conference speaker; (3) a con-

ference session chair; or (4) an AdCom member of the Soci-

ety sponsoring the conference. If you are only attending the

conference, and are not a presenter, you are not covered by

this plan.

This is the original announcement (from the 14 March

2001 SOCIETY SENTINEL): IEEE has established a new

travel accident and medical plan to protect IEEE Volunteers

who become ill, or injured, and require immediate medical

attention while traveling on authorized IEEE business (de-

fined as travel that is paid by the IEEE) outside of their coun-

try of permanent residence.

The plan, which was approved by the IEEE Executive

Committee, went into effect 1 January 2001, and provides

IEEE Volunteers with protection equal to 80% of reasonable

and customary charges for medical expenses incurred while

traveling on IEEE business (subject to terms and conditions

of the policy). The plan is paid for by the Institute, and is pro-

vided to IEEE Volunteers at no charge. It is important to note

that the individual’s personal insurance, and / or national /

government health plan, to the extent coverage is available

outside the home country, is considered primary. If an indi-

vidual does not have an insurance, and/ or national / govern-

ment health plan that provides this type of coverage, then the

IEEE plan becomes the primary coverage.

Volunteers traveling on IEEE business outside his or her

country of permanent residence should always check with

their own insurance carrier concerning coverage outside

their home country. Volunteers should carry information

pertaining to personal insurance coverage when traveling

abroad, such as: provider contact information, proof of cov-

erage, etc.

For more information, including plan highlights, restric-

tions, and frequently asked questions, please visit the Volun-

teer Resources web page at <http://www.ieee.org/

organizations/vols/global_trav_acc_med.html>.

FEBRUARY DEADLINE FOR 2002

GOVERNMENT FELLOWSHIPS

IEEE-USA will be accepting applications for 2002 U.S.

Congressional and Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) Fellowships through 23 Feb. 2001.

Congressional Fellows spend a year in Washington, D.C.,

working on the staff of a member of Congress or congressional

committee. IEEE-USA also is seeking an Executive Fellow

with background in antennas and propagation, Internet tech-

nology, satellite systems and/or software radios to spend a

year as an advisor to the FCC’s Office of Engineering and

Technology.

For more information on both opportunities, visit the Gov-

ernment Fellowships Web page at “http://www.ieeeusa.org/

forum/govfel” or contact Chris Brantley – IEEE-USA –

“MailTo:c.brantley@ieee.org”.
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IEEE-USA WEBZINES TO FOCUS ON

CAREERS AND PUBLIC POLICY

Two insightful monthly Webzines, “Today’s Engineer”

and “Policy Perspectives for Today’s Engineer,” will be of-

fered free to all IEEE members in mid-January 2001 by

IEEE-USA. Previously available only through subscription,

the award-winning “Today’s Engineer” is embarking on its

fourth year of publishing feature articles on career guidance,

tips, strategies and solutions for all segments of the profession.

IEEE-USA also will launch “Policy Perspectives,” which of-

fers an in-depth look at policy issues important to practicing

engineers – both young professionals and experienced engi-

neers. Articles will be written by experts from industry, gov-

ernment and academia. Look for them at <http://www.

todaysengineer.org>.

ELEVATE YOUR STATUS TO SENIOR

MEMBER

If you have been in professional practice for 10 years, you

may be eligible for Senior Membership, the highest grade of

membership for which an individual can apply. New senior

members receive a wood and bronze plaque and a credit certif-

icate for up to US$25 for a new IEEE society membership. In

addition, a letter will be sent to employers, recognizing this

new status.

For more information on senior member status, visit

< h t t p : / / w w w . i e e e . o r g / m e m b e r s h i p / g r a d e s _ c a t s .

html#SENIORMEM>.

To apply for senior member status, fill out an application at

<http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/md/smelev.htm>.

NEW SENIOR MEMBERS LISTED ON WEB

The new IEEE senior members elected at the June Admis-

sion and Advancement Panel meeting have been posted on the

Web at <http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/md/

jun00smupdt.html>. To receive a hard copy of this report,

send an e-mail message with your name and address to Mila

Thelen - IEEE Regional Activities – “MailTo:m.thelen

@ieee.org”.

Senior Member reports from February 1998 to the present

may be found at <http://www.ieee.org/organizations/

rab/md/smupdates.html>. Questions about the status of a se-

nior member elevation should be sent by e-mail to MailTo:se-

nior-member@ieee.org."

CONFERENCE TUTORIALS

Do you offer tutorials or short courses at any of your con-

ferences? IEEE Educational Activities is compiling a list of

links to educational offerings available through Societies’

Conferences. Positioned in the IEEE Professional Develop-

ment Institute (IEEE PDI), the list will publicize Conferences

to those outside the Societies who may be interested in en-

hancing their careers. It will draw members to your website

and conference sites with one easy click.

Please submit your links to MailTo:education-services

@ieee.org. For additional information, CONTACT Lynn

Murison – IEEE Educational Activities – telephone +1 732

562 6526; MailTo:l.murison@ieee.org.

IEEE XPLORE

Following several months of extensive testing of IEEE busi-

ness rules and communications to the membership, IEEE

Xplore is now ready for member access. Visit IEEE Xplore

<http://www.ieee.org/ieeexplore> to search and view abstract/

citation records starting from 1988 as well as full-text of your

personal subscriptions. Both services were formally provided

by Bibliographies Online and OPeRA, respectively.

IEEE Xplore currently offers more than 630,000 docu-

ments at your desktop. New content is added weekly. In the

near future, new enhancements will further expand IEEE

Xplore’s offerings. Document references will be available in

the abstract/citation records. Those references will include

links to IEEE referenced content within IEEE Xplore as well

as to referenced content of other publishers. Linked references

highly improves the navigation of IEEE Xplore. Additional

enhancements are planned in 2000 and 2001.

IEEE members must have an IEEE Web Account to access

IEEE Xplore. Members can easily establish an account at

<http://www.ieee.org/web/accounts/>. Access permissions

are determined by a member’s society membership. In gen-

eral, basic rights include:

• Browse tables of contents of journals, magazines, confer-

ences and standards starting from 1988

• Search and view of all abstract/citation records starting

from 1988

• Full-text access of IEEE Spectrum content starting from

1988

• Full-text access of personal subscriptions based on soci-

ety rules

For more information about IEEE Xplore, CONTACT

Barbara H. Lange – IEEE Publishing Business Development -

telephone +1 732 562 5390; MailTo:b.lange@ieee.org.

NEW WEB APPLICATIONS

Three major web applications recently went into service,

each with true e-business functionality. For Society members,

a key new feature is “Addition of Service,” which allows a

member to join any IEEE Society and purchase publications –

at member prices – over the web. The “Addition of Service”

feature may be used at any time, so that members may add a

Society at any time during the year.

continued on next page
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Upcoming Conferences and Meetings

AUV Fest 2001

April 22-29, 2001

(Near Ship Island) off Gulfport, MS
Information, Kevin Schexnayder
(228) 689-8007
email: schexnayderk@navo.navy.mil

OTC 2001

April 30-May 3, 2001

Houston, Texas
http://otcnet.org

Pacific Asian Conference

May 21-23, 2001

Hainan, China
(808) 956-6163

4th International Conference on
Marine Technology

May 23-25, 2001

Scczecin, Poland
http://www.wessex.ac.uk

Coastal Zone 2001

July 17-19, 2001

Cleveland, Ohio
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/cz2001

Waves 2001,
The Fourth International
Symposium on Ocean Wave
Measurement and Analysis

September 3-5, 2001

San Francisco, CA
http://edge.tamu.edu/waves01

Dynamic Positioning Conference

September 18-19, 2001

Houston, Texas
http://www.dynamic-positioning.com

Undersea Defense Technology (UDT)
Conference & Exhibition

October 30 - November 1, 2001

Hawaii, Texas
http://udt-net.com

MTS/IEEE Oceans 2001

November 5-8 2001

Honolulu, Hawaii
http://www.mtsociety. org

The services are:

1) New Member application, with Instant Service and all

back office systems totally automated,

2) 2001 Renewal application, with Instant Service and all

back office systems totally automated, and

3) Addition of Service application, with Instant Service and

all back office systems totally automated.

The term “instant service” means that all electronic ser-

vices that a member is entitled to, and which are authenticated

via an IEEE web account, are instantly available to the mem-

ber after they complete the web transaction. Please note that

the availability of these services is based on the Society’s busi-

ness rules. Services include:

• access to IEEE Xplore < http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/lpdocs/

epic03/> the dynamic new online delivery system for most

IEEE publications. Member access to IEEE Computer Soci-

ety electronic subscriptions continues to be available

through the IEEE Computer Society Digital Library.

• elect ronic access to IEEE Spectrum Online

<http://www.spectrum.ieee.org/>

• member prices on purchases from IEEE Online Catalog

and Store <http://shop.ieee.org/store/>

• member prices for purchases at the IEEE Fatbrain

book-sales si te <http: / /www.ieee.org/services/

infoadvantage/fatbrain.html>

• ability to choose an e-mail alias

The term “Back office systems totally automated” means

that the transactions are handled automatically and are not

touched by IEEE staff hands.

These new and improved applications are the result of a

major transformation of our Information Systems and

Web Applications. Please go to <http://www.ieee.org>,

click on “Renew” and renew your membership. All that

you will need is an IEEE Web Account. After you renew,

at any time, you can go back to our home page, click on

“Add Service” and join another IEEE Society or purchase

another publication.

For additional information, CONTACT IEEE Member

Services - telephone +1 800 678 4333 (US ), +1 732 981

0060 (worldwide): e-mail: member-services-[insert IEEE

Region number 1-10]@ieee.org.
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IEEE OCEANIC ENGINEERING SOCIETY TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Modeling, Simulation & Visualization , ED GOUGH

Marine Communication Navigation & Positioning, JOHN D. ILLGEN

Oceanographic Instrumentation, MR. KENNETH FERER

Current Measurements, DR. ALBERT (SANDY) J. WILLIAMS 3RD

Underwater Acoustics , DR. KENNETH G. FOOTE

Unmanned Underwater Vehicles, CLAUDE P. BRANCART

Air/Space Remote Ocean Sensing, DR. DAVID E. WEISSMAN

Sonar Signal & Image Processing, DR. JAMES CANDY

Non-Acoustic Image Processing , DR. FRANK M. CAIMI

Neural Networks and Information Processing , V. WILLIAM (BILL) PORTO

Environmental Technology , JAMES T. BARBERA, SR.

Technology Committees Coordinator , DR. STANLEY G. CHAMBERLAIN

Submarine Cable Technology , ROBERT T. BANNON & PAMELA J. HURST

CHAPTER CHAIRMEN

Canadian Atlantic
FERIAL EL-HAWARY
61 Bay View Road
Halifax Nova Scotia
Canada B3M 1N8
(902) 443-2400
(902) 445-5110 (FAX)

France
RENE M. GARELLO
Telecom Bretagne
Dept. Image Et Traitemt de l’Infromation
Technopole Brest Cedex
29285 Brest Cedex, France
(33) 98 00 13 71
(33) 98 00 10 98 (FAX)
r.garello@ieee.org

Houston/Galveston Bay
AL WILLIAMS
FSSL Inc.
525 Julie Drive
Sugar Land, TX 77478
(713) 240-1122 ext 214
(713) 240-0951 (FAX)

Hawaii
BOBBIN TALBALNO
94-792 Nolupe Street
Waithu, HI 96797
(808) 608-3200
(808) 668-3780 (FAX)

Japan
Junzo Kasahara
Earthquake Research Institute
University of Tokyo
1-1-1, Yayoi, Bunkyo
Tokyo 113-0032 Japan
+81 3 5841 5713
+81 3 5689 7234 (FAX)
kasa2@eri.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Norway
DR. THOR I. FOSSEN
Professor of Guidance and Control
Dept. of Engineering Cybernetics
University of Trondheim, N-8034
Trondheim, Norway
47-73594361
47-73594399 FAX

San Diego
BRETT CASTILE
Orincon Corporation
9363 Towne Center Drive
San Diego, CA 92121
(619) 455-5530 X212
(619) 453-9297 (FAX)

Seattle
SHERI L. REES
Enginuity Development Networks, Inc.
116 NW 130th
Seattle, WA 98177
(206) 440-1455
(206) 440-1438 (FAX)
s.l.rees@ieee.org

Victoria
James S. Collins
(See Elected Administrative Committee)

Washington D.C./No. Virginia
JAMES BARBERA
13513 Crispin Way
Rockville, MD 20853
(301) 460-4347
(301) 871-3907 (FAX)

EX-OFFICIO

Jr. Past President
GLEN N. WILLIAMS
Engineering Program Office
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX
77843-3112
409-845-5484
g.williams@ieee.org

Sr. Past President
CLAUDE P. BRANCART
18 Juniper Road
Brunswick, ME 04011-3414
207-729-7873
monkfish@blazenetme.net
c.brancart@ieee.org

Membership Development
JAMES S. COLLINS
Dept. of Elec. & Comp. Engineering
University of Victoria
P.O. Box 3055
Victoria, B.C. CANADA V8W 3P6
+1 250 595 6928;
+1 250 595 6908 (Fax)
j.s.collins@ieee.org

Nominations
CLAUDE P. BRANCART

Chapters
NORMAN MILLER

Journal Editor
JAMES F. LYNCH

Awards and Fellows
DAVID WEISSMAN
Dept. of Engineering
104 Weed Hall
Hofstra University
Hempstead, N.Y. 11549
516-463-5546
516-463-4939 (Fax)
egggdew@hofstra.edu

Publications Review Board
GLEN N. WILLIAMS

Newsletter Editor
FREDERICK H. MALTZ

Pace
NORMAN D. MILLER

TAB Engineering Research and
Development Policy Committee
JOSEPH R. VADUS

ELECTED ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

JAMES BARBERA
(see Chapter Chair)

HISAAKI MAEDA
Institute of Industrial Science,
University of Tokyo
7-22-1 Roppongi, Minatoku,
Tokyo 106, Japan
+81-3-3402-6231 ext. 2255
+81-3-3402-5349 (Fax)

DANIEL L. ALSPACH
ORINCON Corp.
9363 Towne Center Drive
San Diego, CA 92121
+1 619 455 5530
+1 619 452 4258 (Fax)
alspach@snap.org

NORMAN D. MILLER
(see Vice President)

JOSEPH R. VADUS
(see Vice President, Technical Activities)

MICHAEL INGRAM
14 Monument Street, #3
Charlestown, MA  02129
617 258 3279 (Phone)
617 258 3858 (Fax)
ingram@ieee.org

JOHN W. IRZA
Sygnus Technology, Inc.
Arlington, MA  USA
+1 781 648 2144
+1 781 641 9974 (Fax)
jirza@sygnus.com

ARCHIE TODD MORRISON III
McLane Research Laboratories, Inc.
Falmouth Technology Park
121 Bernard E. St. Jean Drive
East Falmouth, MA  02536
508-495-4000 (Phone)
508-495-3333 (Fax)
atmorrison@mclanelabs.com

ROBERT C. SPINDEL
(see Associate Editors)

STANLEY G. CHAMBERLAIN
Raytheon Electronic Systems
MS T3TN46, 50 Apple Hill Dr.
Tewksbury, MA 01876
508 858 5012;
508 585 1955 (Fax)
s.chamberlain@ieee.org

ALBERT J. WILLIAMS 3RD (SANDY)
Applied Ocean Physics & Engineering,
MS#12
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Woods Hole, MA 02543
508-289-2725
awilliams@whoi.edu

PAUL A. ROSENSTRACH
The Charles Stark Draper Laboratory
555 Technology Square
Cambridge, MA 02139
617-258-1610
617-258-3007 (fax)
prosenstrach@draper.com

CHARLES RANDELL
C-CORE
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John’s, Newfoundland
Canada A1B 3X5
+1 709 737 4011
crandell@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

SHERI L. REES
Enginuity Development Network
116 NW 130th Street
Seattle WA 98177
206-440-1455
s.1.rees@ieee.org

RENE GARELLO
Telecom Bretagne
Dpt. ITI BP 832
29285 Brest Cedex France
33 2 98 00 13 71
33 2 98 00 10 98 (Fax)
rene.garello@enst-bretagne.fr

ROBERT T. BANNON, President
Bannon International Consulting
301 Willow Run
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301-8591
rtbannon@csrlink.net
570-619-5430
570-619-5107 (Fax)

CLAUDE P. BRANCART
(see Ex-Officio)

JOSEPH CZIKA, JR.
T.A.S.C., Inc.
12110 Sunset Hills Road
Reston, VA 22090-3221
j.czika@ieee.org
703-834-5000 Ext. 7122
703-318-7900 (Fax)

STEPHEN M. HOLT (see Secretary)

PAMELA J. HURST
General Dynamics Advanced
Technology Systems
67 Whippany Road, Rm. 15G-417
Whippany, NJ 07981
973-463-4475 (Phone)
973-463-4988 (Fax)
phurst@gdats.com

FREDERICK H. MALTZ
(see Newsletter Editor)


