Stop Continental Drift, He Says; Others Support His
Stand
You readers surely have heard of the Flat Earth Society
and its notable effort to put to rest the false impression
that the earth is round.
Well, now there is a companion group trying to stave off
a popular movement in geological sciences. It is the Inter
national Stop Continental Drift Society (ISCDS). Its
founder and president is John C. Holden.
Holden is no stranger to the oceans. He is noted as hav
ing been the illustrator of a book called "The Id of the
Squid" by Arch E. Benthic. It is a small volume of
humorous doggerel published by Compass Publications,
Inc., publisher of this magazine.
The motto under the organization's logotype says,
"Eschew Sea-Floor Spreading." The bumper sticker, of
which we are a proud owner, declaims, "Stop Continental
Drift."
The ISCDS is not your ordinary stuffy organization. Its
newsletter justifies every line to the right hand margin, not
as usually done, but by simply stopping a word there and
continuing it on the next line without a hyphen.
In one issue there are pictures of the unveiling of the
"Leiden Screw," a device designed to arrest the movement
of the Eurasian Plate. The scene was in front of a Leiden
University (The Netherlands) building. Its sponsor, Prof.
H. Swart, was enthusiastically supported by students who
are members of another affiliated society called the
LGWBG (acronym unexplained, but then maybe it
shouldn't be explained).
If your appetite for Id of the Squid has been whetted, it
can be obtained from Compass Publications, Inc. Suite
1000, 1117N. 19th St., Arlington, VA 22209 for$4.95 plus
$1 for handling and postage. If you want to join ISCDS,
send $5 to Holden at Star Route 38, Winthrop, WA 98862.
Other news in the newsletter includes the LGWBG's
campaign to Re-Unite Godwanaland. Funds gathered for
it have been forwarded to UNDOING (United Nations
Development Organization in Godwanaland).
Another issue published a limerick submitted by Jack
Smiley:
There was a young lady named Ocean
Whose Bottom was ever in motion.
Sat on a Hot SpotA flushed bottom was got!
What an outcry it brought, what commotion. ■
Reprinted from Sea Technology, January, 1981.

Mt. St. Helens Has Little Effect on Weather
According to scientists from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), ash from the erup
tion of Washington States' Mt. St. Helens had no effect
upon precipitation and had a lower nitrate content than
particles in air samples uneffected by the fallout. In fact, in

some ways the volcano produced less pollution than a coal
fired power plant.
A team led by Dr. Rudolf Pueschel of NOAA's Air
Resources Laboratories measured airborne particles and
cloud droplets upwind and downwind of the volcano in
April 1980. Downwind, the mass of particles in the air was
a thousand times greater than upwind, but the ash ap
peared to have no effect on the amount of water in clouds
or the size of water droplets.
NOAA scientists are not calling the eruption of Mt. St.
Helens insignificant, but as far as local weather is concern
ed, the scientists believe the volcano is relatively
benign. ■
Reprinted from Sea Technology, April, 1981.

Hawaii Wind Farm to be Developed
An alternative energy development company and a high
technology company have reached agreement in principle
to build what is claimed will be the world's largest wind
turbine farm. It will supply electrical power to the island of
Oahu Hawaii, power grid. Windfarm Ltd., San Francisco,
and United Technologies' Hamilton Standard Division,
Windsor Locks, Conn., have joined to develop an 80
megawatt farm. Current plans call for it to include 20 wind
turbines of four MWe each. When completed the complex
will furnish about 9% of Oahu's electrical needs in 1985.
The project, according to Windfarms, is valued at $350
million. Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) has agreed
to purchase all the power generated by the project. HECO
currently generates 970/o of its power with oil, an expensive
fuel. Wind power will reduce the percentage, saving
600,000 barrels of fuel oil a year. The site, at Kahuku
Point at the northern tip of Oahu,is viewed as ideal,
because for ten months of the year the northeast trade
winds blow steadily. Each of the 20 systems will consist of
a fiberglass blade 80 meters in diameter and mounted on a
nacelle assembly on top of a tower 80 meters above the
ground. ■
Reprinted from Sea Technology, July, 1981.

Charleston Harbor Civil War Ship Search Resumed
What began last year as a search for the Confederate
Navy submarine Hunley that sank the warship USS
Housatonic in Charleston, S. C. harbor during the U.S.
Civil War was resumed and concluded last month. The ex
pedition of the National Underwater and Marine Agency
(NUMA), under the leadership of sponsor, author Clive
Cussler, did locate the Housatonic and dove on it. Also
located were three blockade runners, the CSS Raccoon,
which sank in July 1863, the CSS Rattlesnake, which sank
Jan. 18, 1865, and the CSS Norseman, which was found
buried in sand. The USS Patapsco, lost Jan. 15, 1865 off
Fort Sumter, also was located. ■
Reprinted from Sea Technology, July, 1981.
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