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EDITOR'S COMMENTS 

In hurryjng to get the December issue's manuscript to IEEE 
Headquarters in early November, I completely forgot that that 
issue was the year-end issue and marked the compl�tion of mt
f}ill.Jear as editor of this Newsletter. What's bad is that I forgot
to thank the Council members for their assistance and encourage
ment; what's worse is that I forgot to wish you readers a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Imagine the problem that I'll
be facing this year, however, when material for the Newsletter
must be in to Headquarters two months before the issue mailing
date. That means that I'll be sending in the year-end issue's
manuscript in the middle of October-before Halloween, even.
Now there's no way that I'm going to remember to wish you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year before Halloween, so
I'd better do it now, while it's still fresh in my mind: Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

As you recalJ, in the September issue I sought your advice on mat
ters pertaining to the Newsletter. Mr. H. E. Dempsey, with 
Dollman Electronics Canada Ltd., promptly responded by re-

questing articles on digital communications in underwater chan
nels. I discussed the matter with Don Bolle, Editor of the Journal, 
who liked the idea so much that he wants to publish some papers 
on the subject in the Journal. So keep those cards and letters 
coming; we'll try to be responsive. 

Our feature article is "An Overview of the U.S. OTEC Develop
ment Program" by Dr. Robert Cohen, U.S. Department of 
Energy. This paper was an invited presentation at the ASME 1978 
Energy Technology Conference, Houston, Texas, November 6-9. 
It appears, also, in a publication of the ASME Ocean Energy 
Division (OED-Vol. S). Readers interested in knowing more 
about oceanic energy conversion should consult that book. We 
thank Dr. Cohen and the ASME for permission to publish the ar
ticle, and Joe Vadus for recommending Dr. Cohen. 
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